APPENDIX B

U. S. NAVAL FORCE ON ASIATIC STATION,

FLAGSHIP "OLYMPIA,"
CAVITE, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, May 4, 1898.
SIR:

I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper-
ations of the squadron under my command:

The squadron left Mirs Bay on April 27, immediately on
the arrival of Mr. 0. F. Williams, United States consul at Ma-
nila, who brought important information and who accompanies
the squadron.

Arrived off Bolinao on the morning of April 30 and, finding
no vessels there, proceeded down the coast and arrived off the
entrance to Manila Bay on the same afternoon.

The Boston and Concord were sent to reconnoiter Port Subic,
I having been informed that the enemy intended to take position
there. A thorough search of the port was made by the Boston
and Concord, but the Spanish fleet was not found, although
from a letter afterwards found in the arsenal (inclosed with
translation), it appears that it had been their intention to go
there.

Entered the Boca Grande, or south channel, at 11.30 P. M.,
steaming in column at distance at 8 knots. After half the
squadron had passed, a battery on the south side of the chan-
nel opened fire, none of the shots taking effect. The Boston
and McCulloch returned the fire.

The squadron proceeded across the bay at slow speed, and
arrived off Manila at daybreak, and was fired upon at 5.15
A. M. by three batteries at Manila and two at Cavite and by
the Spanish fleet anchored in an approximately east and west
line across the mouth of Bakor Bay, with their left in shoal
water in Canacao Bay.
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